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Q.  Ok, so this is Mary Caroline Mitchell and Syma Mendelsohn and it’s June 17, 2010, and we 
are sitting in Syma’s office.  Could you tell me just a little bit about where I’m sitting and what 
this business is that you’re involved with? 
 
A.  Well you’re in Bethesda, Maryland, and this company is named RCM&D.  It is a regional 
consultant in risk management.  It’s headquartered in Baltimore with five offices between 
Harrisburg and, I would say, Virginia Beach.  But the company is 125 years old but I’ve only been 
a part of it for the last three years.  The company that I had worked for, for oh probably a dozen 
years before that was purchased by RCM&D in the spring of 2007 and all of us who had worked 
for this other company, came along, came along with.   
 
So here in the Bethesda office we work a lot with associations and non-profit organizations.  
Our biggest client, my biggest client is the Boys and Girls Clubs of America for whom we 
manage a national retirement program.  So, I spend about half of my time on the Boys and Girls 
Club account, it’s a group of about six people that works on that, and I spend the other half of 
my time on cooperate level marketing and communications issues.   
 
So when you and I are finished today I’m going get in my car and drive up the road to the 
Baltimore office because there’s a small group of people that I work with up there and we’re 
going to be reviewing old cooperate collateral materials to see what we should trash and what 
might be salvageable for future use.  So that’s, that’s just what we do.  The company works 
with, I mean here in this group we work with non-profits and associations but the company 
works with large corporations:  hospitals, universities.  They’re the biggest insurance broker for 
universities and hospitals in the Middle-Atlantic region. 
 
Q.  Interesting. 
 
A.  But that’s the side of the business that I know virtually nothing about. 
 
Q.  Ok.  But you’re more of a marketing… 
 
A.  Yes. 
 
Q.  Kind of… 
 
A.  Yes. 
 
Q.  Guru? 
Mendelsohn  Page 3 
 
 
A.  Right, right. 
 
Q.  So, let’s go backward.  What brought you to Springfield, Illinois? 
 
A.  I was born and grew up in New York.  My, we moved to Washington, I moved to Washington 
when I got married.  My husband was in law school at George Washington University.  He 
graduated from law school and he went into neighborhood legal services work a typical kind of 
1960s endeavor.  And as his career, as his career developed he moved to larger and larger 
operations.   
 
So he, in 1973, he was offered the opportunity to run the Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance 
Foundation which was legal, civil legal aide that covered all of Illinois except for Cook County. 
And it was a wonderful opportunity for him and we decided that it would be an adventure for 
two east-coast kids to find out what life was like in Middle America.  We had never lived off the 
east-coast and as my husband is fond of saying, we had never lived in a city as small as 




A.  No, that’s an exaggeration.   
 
Q.  Right. 
 
A.  Washington wasn’t that big.   
 
Q.  Right.  
 
A.  By a million people.  
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
A.  So, we had two kids at that point and we just kind of sold our house and packed our bags 
and off we went on this great adventure to Springfield, Illinois.  My mother was heartbroken. 
 
Q.  How old were your children? 
 
A.  My daughter was, it was 1973, so my daughter was six. 
 
Q.  Oh. 
 
A.  Seven… 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
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A.  And my son… six, and my son was three. 
 
Q.  Oh, yeah, ok.  So when you landed in Springfield, where did you settle? 
 
A.  We, we lived at, on the west side of Springfield at 2432 Idlewild Drive in the, let me think, 
was it the Westchester subdivision? 
 
Q.  Uh-huh, yeah. 
 
A.  That’s where we lived.   
 
Q.  Ok. [unaudible] 
 
A.  My daughter went to Carl Sandburg Elementary School. 
 
Q.  Ok. 
 
A.  And my son went to preschool at Sangamon State University. 
 
Q.  Oh, ok, wow.  You’re going to tell me about that.   
 
A.  I am, I am. 
 
Q.  So what was your education prior to coming to Springfield? 
 
A.  I had a bachelor’s degree in history from Brooklyn College, part of the City University of New 
York [telephone rings] and I had taught seven, eight, nine U.S. geography and American history 
in Washington. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  Until my daughter was born. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And that was, that was that. 
 
Q.  Right, so what, what stimulated you to seek more education? 
 
A.  It was, to tell you the truth, it was totally fortuitous.  I was, I was not thinking about career 
at all.  I wasn’t, I was wondering what I was going to do in Springfield, Illinois.  I had no concept 
of what it would be like to live in such a place.  And there were some things about it that were, 
took some adjustments that it was involved in a mind shift. Although to be truthful, we loved it 
and I could have lived there forever but my husband could not.   
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Q.  Ok. 
 
A.  After three years… 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  Marty just felt that (clears throat) he needed a wider world to work in and we came back to 
Washington.  But as we were approaching this move I was thinking, “Well what am I going to do 
in Springfield, Illinois?”  I don’t know how I learned that there was a university in Springfield.  I 
suspect that when Marty first took his job with Land of Lincoln, the administrative office, the 
management office of the program was in East St. Louis and I took one look at East St. Louis and 
said, “No thank you. I’m not living in East St. Louis.”  
 
And so then we had this discussion about where we might want to, where we might want to 
live.  And I knew there was an office in Champaign-Urbana and I said, “Why don’t you just make 
the management office in Champaign-Urbana?” Thinking it’s a university town, there’s going to 
be a lot, there’s a lot going on.  And he said, “I can’t justify putting the office there, but I could 
justify opening an office in Springfield because it’s the state capital.”  Ok, so that’s what, that’s 
what he did.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  He opened the headquarters office in Springfield.  It had no attorneys; it was just him and 
his assistant.  The attorneys were in all these offices spread out around the country. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  So, I must have gotten some information from someone about, and that’s how I learned 
about Sangamon State University and I thought, “Oh, well maybe I’ll go back to school because I 
always liked school and it was easy thing, and it was an easy thing to do.”   
 
And once I got to Springfield, we arrived in Springfield in early, probably in early June and 
learned that it wasn’t the process of admission to the university was not especially difficult 




A.  They were, as I recall, I remember them being even pretty casual about my college 
transcript. Oh, whenever you get to it because I had to write to the college and ask for the 
transcript to be sent but… whoever I talked to on the telephone as I say was pretty casual about 
this. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
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A.  But the university had, they had a preschool, they had a daycare center that was a preschool 
and I learned that as a student, if I was a student I would have priority in enrolling.  So I went 
over there and the preschool had a new director, Gretchen Storm, one of the most incredible 
people, a wonderful, wonderful women and I decided that this would be a great place for my 
son to be in preschool. 
 
Q.  Now where was that located? 
 
A.  On the campus. 
 
Q.  So there was a campus when you arrived? 
 
A.  There was a campus.  There was a campus though I had to say that when I first saw it, it was 
little surprising because it didn’t look like any other college campus I had ever been on and the 
school that I did my undergraduate is a city campus, it’s inside the city and it’s very small.  It has 
a very small campus but it did have red brick buildings and a quad and a certain elegance and 
some gardens and so the SSU campus with these kind of low-rise steel kind of institutional 
buildings it was like, this is a college?  Ok. 
 
But kind of around the bend I think of it as one end of the campus. The, the daycare center, 
preschool, was in a house.  The house had been, had been on the campus.  And Jamie was 
three and a half when I enrolled him, and he had priority because I was a student.  And so the 
first priority went to students and the second priority went to staff and the third priority, if any 
space was left over, went to faculty members.   
 
This was my first indication that I was in a different kind of universe because in the universe 
that I did my undergrad at and at this point, let’s see my undergrad degree was 1964, this is 
1973, so it was nine years ago.  In my universe the first preference always went to faculty, then 
staff, students came last.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  So this kind of notion that the students came first, whoa. So, I decided, I decided to enroll.  
I’d go back to, I’d go back to school.  It was more a lark than anything else.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I… and I enrolled to do a degree in history.  Why history?  Because that’s what my undergrad 
had been in and that’s what I really liked; I had no clue that this would lead anywhere.  And I’ll 
tell you where it led in a minute.  I mean to where I’m sitting now. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
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A.  I had no idea it would lead anywhere. I just thought it would be an interesting thing to do.  
And in the first semester, that fall semester of 1973, I decided that because I did not know how 
this was going to work out with little kids, that I would only sign up for one class.  And I decided 
I would sign up for a class that was in the evening because I didn’t know what the… what the 
daytime stuff was going to be like.   
 
And my husband, because of his work, was… he was just as frequently out of town as he was in 
town.  So there was no depending on somebody to… I couldn’t be sure that he would walk 
through the door at five o’clock every day.  So I signed up; I was looking for an evening class in 
history that would be interesting and I had never heard of oral history.  Here was this class, oral 
history.  What the heck is that?  Well, I don’t know anything about it.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I’ll, I’ll give it a whirl.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And so that’s why I say that Cullom Davis is the first person that I met on the SSU campus. 
And what I remember about that first class, that first night, is, into class, into this classroom 
walks Cullom Davis in shorts and sandals.  I was astonished because on the Brooklyn College 
campus, when I was there, women didn’t even wear slacks.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I mean, so the notion that the professor would walk in, and I was not dressed in shorts and 
sandals. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  It took me a long time before I could kind of get my head around that.  And then it was, “I’m 
Cullom Davis, you can Call me Cullom.”  Then I knew I was in different universe and that the 
world of university had really changed since I had been there.  I think I came to understand that 
the university world didn’t change quite as much as SSU represented. 
 
Q.  Right. 
 
A. But it was a, it was just exciting, and it was very stimulating and that course opened… Cullom 
suggested that for my, for my project I should do oral histories in the Jewish community of 
Springfield because that was the community that I had affiliated with that I was a part of and 
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nobody had done that yet.  And that, that was very fun and got… helping me a lot more, a lot 
more people in that, in that community.  It certainly enriched my understanding of this part of 
the history of the community.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  It was, I mean it was great. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And I was thrilled to know, that Jane Treadwell told me a couple of years ago that all those 
interviews that I did are in the library and they’re online and people can listen to them online.  
And I interviewed two of the Myers brothers from Myers Brothers Department Store.  And 
Cecile Meiers, who is not part of that family, but her family had been in town also for about a 
little more than a hundred years.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And I interviewed a couple of people who, who had settled, whose families had settled in 
Springfield at the turn of the century who were part of it, the Eastern European Jews coming 
into Springfield as opposed to the German-Jews that settled in the middle of the nineteenth 
century.   
 
And I explored a lot of the organizational history of the community.  It was tremendous fun and 
I really, I really loved it.  And so, so my experiment, oh I’ll take this course and see how it works 
out, it worked out so well that I thought, “Well ok now I’ll, now I’ll do the rest.” 
 
Q.  Well did you start out thinking a degree or were you just taking a class for fun? 
 
A.  I don’t think, I don’t think I knew. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I think that I signed up to be a graduate student, and I thought, “Oh I’ll take this class and if 
it’s great, fine; and if it’s not great I guess I’ll have to find something else to do.”  But it was so 
great I thought, “Well, ok I’m going to go the distance and do this master’s degree.”   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  But my experience I was so fortunate at the, I can’t remember what course work I took in 
the spring semester, but Cullom asked me to apply for the graduate assistantship in the oral 
history office.  There had been a young woman who was a graduate student majoring in English 
who had worked there as a student, I think for a maybe a semester or two.  I don’t remember 
her last name, her name was Cathy.  She was a very lovely person.  And I think that she… she 
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anticipated that this assistantship would be hers.  But he thought it would be better if a history 
student, a history major ran the office and he thought that because I was a little bit older than 
the average undergrad than the average student that I could come into this position and 
maintain a good relationship with her and that she would stay on.  And it all worked out just 
beautifully.  I was thrilled to have this assistantship and be able to work with Cullom and work 
with all of our interviewers and kind of get to hang out at the oral history office and feel like I 
was really part of the university. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And, as things over that year, as things over, developed, Cullom just got me involved in more 
and more and more things.  So here I was editing all of these, a lot of these transcripts and 
overseeing the publication of them.  But Cullom had been doing a little program on the 
university’s radio station “Voices of Illinois History.” And he said to me, “Why don’t you do this?  
You pick the topic, you prepare the tapes, you go over and record the intros.”   
 
So all of a sudden I was doing this little bit on the radio station every week.  People I knew in 
town would say, “Oh I heard you on the radio and that was, that was really good.”  I was doing 
that, I was doing a little marketing.   
 
It was, we were coming up on the bicentennial celebration and as part of getting ready for the 
bicentennial, Cullom was involved in a program to train librarians and volunteers around the 
state in collecting oral histories of their own communities as part of the bicentennial 
celebration.  So, I got added to that team and the next thing I knew I was in Peoria and Gale… 
 
Q.  Galesburg. 
 
A:  Galesburg, teaching an all-day workshop to librarians.  So I had this whole range of 
experiences outside the classroom that when I came back to Washington in, in the fall, we 
came back in the summer of 1976, and I went looking for a job in, in the fall I got a job 
practically instantly with an association because I had writing and editing on my resume. 
 
Q.  Oh, sure. 
 
A.  From what I had done at graduate school, and I got a job editing a magazine for a, a trade 
association and just kind of one thing I went from, I went from there to marketing and 
communication in the Washington division of Marshall Clemen,  which is a huge insurance 
brokerage firm.  I worked there for ten years and ran their direct response division.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  That position led to the next position led to this position.  Everything I’ve done in my 
professional life goes right back to that, that goes right back to oral history and Cullom Davis.  
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And I told Cullom the first time I had seen him after years the first time I had been back to the 
campus that he would never know the impact that he had on my life. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  That you never know, and what I’ve learned is that you never know the things that you do 
that change other people’s lives. 
 
Q.  You do…other people’s...Exactly, wonderful. Yes.  [sirens] 
 
A.  So I am very grateful to that experience and everybody that I met at the university.  It was a 
very, very important part of my life and my, the two and a half years, the two years that my 
son, three years I guess that my son was in preschool there were fabulous, just fabulous. 
 
Q.  What was the size of a preschool class? 
 
A.  It was very small.   
 
Q.  Ok. 
 
A.  There must have been, I don’t know how many… my impression is that there weren’t more 
than twenty or twenty-five students. 
 
Q.  Was it a diverse… 
 
A.  Yes. 
 
Q.  Compared to usual Springfield was not very diverse I bet. 
 
A.  Springfield was not, but the daycare center… 
 
Q.  Right that’s what I meant. 
 
A.  The preschool was. 
 
Q.  Great. 
 
A.  Cause for a lot of… students and a lot of staff this was a daycare center. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  For me it was a preschool.   
 
Q.  Drop-in. 
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A.  Yeah.  And for the first year, Jamie went there three mornings a week.   
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I would drop him off and while he was at the preschool and my daughter was a first grader 
over at Carl Sandburg that’s when I did all these interviews. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And what happened (laughs) with Jamie is that a lot of the kids who were there were there 
all day.  So first he petitioned to stay for lunch. He wanted to have a lunchbox and wanted to 
take a lunch like all of the other kids, so he stayed for lunch.  Then there was some activity, I 
don’t remember what it was, but there was something that they did after lunch. It was lunch, 
naptime, and then something. 
 
Q.  Play outside. 
 
A.  I don’t know, whatever, and he wanted to stay for that.  So by the second semester he was 
there until three o’clock every day or until, no I guess my daughter got off the school bus at 
3:30, and he was there until three.  The second year he was there every day, all day.  He just, he 
just he loved it.  And Gretchen Storm was a remarkable person and a wonderful, wonderful 
teacher. And I believe that those two years he spent with her were, I don’t know if he would 
agree with me, but I think it was probably the best two years of schooling he ever had. 
 
Q.  Wow, that’s neat. 
 
A.  She was fabulous.  He loved it.  He came home and said, “I’d like to have a piano.  Would you 
buy me a piano?”  Sure, Saturday we’ll go to the toy store.  He says to me, “No, no I want one 




A.  Because the kids went for music at the university.  He didn’t mean a little piano; he meant a 
grand piano. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh, uh-huh.  (laughs) 
 
A.  And I told him, “That’s not going to happen.” 
 
Q.  Would you describe, in your classes, what was the student body like in your classes? 
 
A.  The student body was, was much more diverse than what I had experienced in my days as 
an undergrad.  When I was an undergrad everybody was the same age.  We were all kids. 
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Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  But in those days at Sangamon State they, they were kids, there were conventionally college 
aged students in the class but there were adults in the class, there were people older than I 
was.  I guess I was in my thirties in those days and there were people older than I was.  There 
were, there were young men who, who were army veterans having, coming back from Vietnam 
and they were, they were young people who had never left, had never been out of central 
Illinois.  I remember a conversation with one young man who lived in Buffalo.  Is it Buffalo?  Or 
Buffalo… 
 
Q.  Buffalo. 
 
A.  And he, he said to me, “I can’t imagine what it’s like to grow up in New York City.”  And I said 
to him, “I can’t imagine what it’s like to grow up in Buffalo.” 
 
Q. (laughs) Yeah. 
 
A.  When I was growing up in New York City, I didn’t know that places like Buffalo existed.  I 
thought everybody lived in a big… everybody lived the way I lived.  And I’m sure you did, you 
did the same.  So from my perspective this was… the students on campus in the mix of 
undergrads and graduate schools because there was no segregation of, we all took the same 
classes, the diversity was, there wasn’t much racial diversity on the campus.  The only African-
American on the campus I think was Homer Butler, who was what, the dean of students? 
 
Q.  Yes.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I don’t think we had any African-American students.  But the mixture of ages and life 
experiences was distinctive. Although, I can’t imagine that there were any people, there were 
too many people like me.  I must be the only person with a UIS degree, a Sangamon State 
graduate degree whose undergraduate degree is from Brooklyn College.  
 
Q.  No, that’s true.  (laughs)  You win the prize for that. 
 
A.  Collum said to me the first time I met him, “How did you get from Brooklyn to here?”   
 
Q.  Uh-huh, yes.  Did you remember any other faculty beside Cullom Davis? 
 
A.  Oh, yes.  Well I can remember with great fondness, Chris Breiseth, a brilliant instructor, just 
a brilliant instructor, and I took a fair amount of coursework with him; Chuck Strozier, the 
Adams’, Glen and Nina Adams in the history faculty.   
 
For a while I was, let me think, the student rep to the history faculty, and so I got to go to 
department meetings.  And that’s when I learned that university professors, they were just like 
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everybody else.  They had the same arguments, the same issues, they could not agree.  It took 
them a while to get to where they needed to go.   
 
I felt that it was a privilege to work with these people.  But the great difference from my 
undergraduate days is that the atmosphere of collegiality with students was something that I 
had not experienced in my undergrad days. 
 
Q.  How did that express itself in the classroom?  
 
A.  The classroom experience was reasonably informal.  First, everybody addressed themselves 
by their first name.  You didn’t call anybody “Doctor” Breiseth or professor, which was so much 
a part of my undergraduate experience.  So the classroom was pretty informal, and of course 
the dress was so informal. 
 
Q.  Did you do collaborative projects as students or was it… 
 
A.  I really don’t remember collaborative projects.   I remember writing a lot of papers. 
 
Q.  Did you use the library? 
 
A.  Yes. 
 
Q.  Ok.  Where was the library located? 
 
A.  The library… 
 
Q.  Was there a building there at that time?  Brookens? 
 
A.  There was, there was a library, nothing like the current library. 
 
Q.  Oh, it was in one of the temporary buildings. 
 
A.  It was in, right.  It was, it was.  And so I did use the library.  I can’t remember any unique 
library experiences.  There was, there was much less lecture and much more discussion in the 
classroom.   
 
I remember once taking a, in a course with Chris Breiseth on, in western civilization, 
contemporary history, contemporary history and we used this big text, William McNeill, 
Western Civ, and Chris decided the class should experience a formal academic lecture, which 
most of the students in the class had never experienced. 
 
Q.  Ok. 
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A.  But I had experienced that as part of my undergraduate days, and he prepared a formal 
academic lecture.  And everybody had to sit still and, and while he delivered this lecture for… it 
was a unique experience for a lot of the students because normal class was not like that. 
 
Q.  Did you feel there was rigor and requirement of you as a student?  Were you clear?  Was it 
strict grading or was grading important or how were you measured? 
 
A.  There was absolute, I remember grading.  I remember grading.  I remember you’d submit a 
paper and it would have a grade.  You would get the paper back, you would get a grade.  At the 
end of class you got your grade.  You had the option, I’m sure you had the option to do things 
pass/fail. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I’m not sure I ever availed myself of that option.  I was always, I was a good student as an 
undergrad and I was a good student as a graduate student and I expected to do “A” level work 
and I think I probably did.  I think it was a little easier. 
 
Q.  That’s what I was going to ask. 
 
A.  I think it was, it was understood that the university was not preparing anybody who wanted 
to take a doctorate. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh, uh-huh. 
 
A.  There was not that emphasis on original research and scholarship that you would have 
expected if you were doing a graduate.  I’m sure that if I had been doing this at Champaign-
Urbana I would have had completely different experience. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh, uh-huh. 
 
A.  But this was a perfect experience for me.   
 
Q.  Ok. 
 
A.  It was intellectually challenging.  It was very stimulating.  It certainly was real work and I 




A.  And it was very, very important to me at a time in my life that I was trying to figure out what 
was the next version of me going to be?   
 
Q.  Uh-huh, uh-huh. 
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A.  And the, I wasn’t just a wife and mother anymore.  This was very important to me and it 
created some, some conflict in my household when my husband, who had been used to us 
living a particular kind of life, that life was, I mean, that life was still there but now there was 
this whole other set of expectations on top of it.  And this, this educational pursuit was very 
important to me.   
 
And my husband who’s just a wonderful, dear, dear man had the flexibility to shift gears and 
understand that this was so important to me that some nights dinner was just going be tuna 
fish sandwiches because the dining room table had a typewriter in the middle of it and all these 
papers spread out; it confined me to a spot.  We don’t even have a typewriter anymore. 
 
Q.  I know, exactly. 
 
A.  But it was… I remember it was a very challenging, I think overall the 1970s were a very 
challenging time for women.  And I remember Chris Breiseth saying, “This is a terrible time to 
be a woman because the role models are all shattered, and it’s your generation that’s going 
have to invent new role models.”   
 
And so I very much felt that.  I had experienced some of it in Washington before we came to 
Springfield, the whole woman’s consciousness raising group and sitting around in people’s living 
rooms drinking wine and complaining about our husbands and whatever.   
 
So I was kind of finished with that by the time I got to Springfield but the university opened, it 
was a whole new world for me that was exciting and stimulating and my fellow students were a 
lot fun but I was more, age wise, I was like a faculty member. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  And they all became friends.  And so it was a great experience, have a lot of affection for the 
university. 
 
Q.  Do you remember anything… you were on campus in the daytime, right?  Some of the time, 
a lot of the time, right? 
 
A.  Most of the time.  Well except for that first semester. 
 
Q.  Were there many students on campus in the daytime? 
 
A.  No, no. 
 
Q.  So it was graduate assistants pretty much and faculty? 
 
A.  Because most of the classes were at night. 
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Q.  Uh-huh, yes.  Did you have daytime classes? 
 
A.  I did. 
 
Q.  Ok. 
 
A.  I did.  There were some classes during the day. 
 
Q.  Did you eat in the cafeteria? 
 
A.  Yep, yep.   
 
Q.  Ok, uh-huh. 
 
A.  I ate in the cafeteria.  I see that one of the questions was, “Did you, did students have a 
regular place to hang out?”  It seems to me that the cafeteria was just about it. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh.  Did you have a social life related to the university?  Did, was that more related to 
your husband’s group or Jewish community, or … 
 
A.  Our social life was comprised of the people my husband worked with who became dear 
friends, a lot of dear friends out of the Jewish community, some of whom were connected to 
the university. 
 
Q.  To the university, right. 
 
A.  Connie and Charlie Pinkus became dear friends and he taught at the university. 
 
Q.  How do you spell that name? 
 
A.  P-I-N-K-U-S.   
 
Q.  That’s what I thought. 
 
A.  He was in operations research and they left Springfield and moved to Claremont, California.  
And he taught as part of the Cal State system. 
 
Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  I haven’t seen them in many, many years.  He was, they were here for six months, in 
Washington for six months.  Charlie had a sabbatical and he did it at [NFF], National Standards 
up in Gaithersburg and they rented an apartment actually around corner from this office 
building so that had to be ten years ago. 
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Q.  Uh-huh. 
 
A.  We haven’t been in that part of California since, but, so good friends there and the faculty 
people at the university became friends as well.  And then our neighbors because these were 
the parents of the children… 
 
Q.  At the elementary. 
 
A.  Whose kids were kids that our kids went to school with and the groups kind of mixed and 
mingled because they were people right in our subdivision who were either faculty or also 
going to school at the university.  Oh gosh, Pete… I’m blanking on a faculty member, he and his 
wife lived right in our neighborhood and their kids went to school with our kids.   
 
And that was one of the things that was, was so fun about Springfield.  It was actually, I mean to 
me it was a small town and people that you knew in one aspect of your life or in the other 
aspect of your life.  And I became involved with the League of Women Voters and was a 
volunteer at the synagogue and just did all sorts of things in Springfield. 
 
Q.  Great.  Well I think you’ve covered most of these questions.  Do you have anything, I mean 
you’ve reflected on your education and its impact.  Is there anything that you would like to add 
to this that we haven’t covered? 
 
A.  No, it was a wonderful time, it was wonderful time in my life, it was a transition period that 
had, I came out of it feeling very positive about myself, about my place in the world and I have 
a great deal of fondness for the university and a tremendous amount of gratitude to the faculty, 
especially Cullom Davis and Chris Breiseth would come a close second. 
 
Q.  Ok.  
 
A.  It was a fantastic, it was a great decision that I made very cavalierly – oh, I’ll go back to 
school.  I had no idea the impact that it would have on my life. 
 
Q.  Great.  Well thank you very much. 
 
A.  My pleasure. 
 
43 minutes 13 seconds  
 
End of Interview 
